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Current Trends in Japanese Community Currencies Viewed in a Map 

Rui, IZUMI     
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1. Distribution Map of Community Currencies (As of April, 2002) 
Source: Rui Izumi, “Trends in Community Currencies in Japan”, Self-Government Research 

Monthly, Vol.44, No.511 (2002): 47-56. 

 

○Description of Symbols Used in the Map 

・ Coupon system : This system uses coupons to make payments for things like donations 
or voluntary work. The issuers are the operating offices.  

・ Book system : This system uses books to make transactions with plus or minus points 

recorded on both sides. The issuers are individuals. 

・ Due Bill system : This system uses due bills to make payments by issuing them with 

the issuer’s name signed on them, or endorsing already-issued bills. Just like drafts, blank 

due bills have no value. The issuers are individuals. 

・ Chip system : Though quite similar to the Coupon system, this system differs in that it 
uses chips of metal, wood, ceramic, etc. instead of coupons. The issuers are the operating 

offices. 

・ Online system : This system uses computers linked by the Internet to make 
transactions with plus or minus points recorded on both sides. The issuers are individuals 

or operating offices. 

・ IC Card system : This system uses terminals at public facilities or shops to make 
transactions. IC cards, owned by individuals, record transaction data as plus or minus 

points and update it through the terminals. The issuers are usually individuals. 

・ Time-based system : This system uses time as the unit to measure the values of 

transactions; for example, an hour can be counted as one point.  

・ Yen-based system : This system uses yen as the unit to measure the values of 

transactions; for example, one GREEN is worth about 100 yen. 

・ Other systems : There are systems using energy, goods, or the number of transactions 

to measure the values, such as WAT (a unit used by a citizen-owned power plant group, 

worth 1 kw/h of generated electricity), CHARCOAL (a unit worth 1 gram of charcoal), and 

EKKORO (a unit worth one transaction). 

 



Bihoro Town［Bi-Bo］

Oiwake Town［Burrato］

Sendai City［Machidukuri Ticket］

Sendai City［Beads Ring］

Shichikashuku Town［Nora］

Kuriyama Town［Kurin］

Kawamata Town［Domonai］

Nihonmatsu City［Free］

Yanagawa Town［Acorn Bank］

Toyoma Town［Po-ton］

Yamato Town［LETS Aizu］

Seito Town［Anga］

Kashiwa City［Egg］

Chiba City［Peanuts］

Edogawa Ward［EDOGA-WAT］

Nagasaka Town［Maikura Bill］

Nagasaka Town［Carry Ticket］

Yamato City［LOVES］Yamato City［Club MaMa's]

Tama City［COMO］

Machida City［Machida Daifukucho］

Minehama Village［Togen］

Kuromatsunai Town［Buna-n］

Obihiro City［Cee］

Joetsu City［Dasuke］

Sapporo City［Carrato］

Tsuruoka City［Mokke］

Ashikaga City［Arigatou Coin］

Nerima Ward［Gau］
Itabashi Ward［Niko］

Setagaya Ward［Club］

Shibuya Ward［Earthday Money］

Saitama City［Ekkoro］

Niigata City［En］

Murakami City［Kisara］

Gunma Town［Silk］

　　Takane Town

　［Yatsugatake 
       Daifukucho］

Yamagata City［Yamagata ARCH］

Tomakomai City［Garu］

Shiraoi Town［Hapu］

"Trends in Community 
Currencies in Japan"
Rui, IZUMI
(As of April, 2002)



Tajimi City［Ryo］

Toyama City［Yume-Tamago］

Hodaka Town［Peace］

Sabae City［Echizen Toku］

Santo Town［Rucchi Money］

Kusatsu City［Ohmi］

Kusatsu City［Children's Eco-coin］

Yasu Town［Smile］

Kanazawa City［Moromi］

Miyadu City［Hamii］

Kyoto City［Kyoto LETS］

Kyoto City［Kamon］

Handa City［LETS Chita］

Handa City［MachinoHoshi］

Shizuoka City［Parretsu］

Ayabe City［Yu-ra］

Obama City［Marine］

Takaraduka City［ZUKA］

Suita City［Momo Money］

Hikami Town［Mito］

Shimizu City［EGG］

Tenryu City［Bear］

Ueda City［Mayu］

Iwata City［Chat］

Iwata City［Poema］

Nagoya City［Na-mo］

Nagakute Town［Time Ticket］

Ofu City［Sawayaka Aichi］

Matsuzaka City［LOOP］

Osaka City［Charco Money］

Osaka City［Kama］

Yokkaichi City［Port］ Yokkaichi City［Ship］

Yokkaichi City［Green］

Kobe City［Raku］

Kobe City［Kamon］

Kobe City［Asuta］

Kobe City［Koumi］

Coupon system: This system uses coupons to make payments for things 

like donations or voluntary work. The issuers are the operating 

offices. 

Book system: This system uses books to make transactions with plus or 

minus points recorded on both sides. The issuers are individuals.

Due Bill system: This system uses due bills to make payments by 

issuing them with the issuer's name signed on them, or endorsing 

already-issued bills. Just like drafts, blank due bills have no 

value. The issuers are individuals.

Chip system: Though quite similar to the Coupon system, this system 

differs in that it uses chips of metal, wood, ceramic, etc. instead 

of coupons. The issuers are the operating offices.

Online system: This system uses computers linked by the Internet to 

make transactions with plus or minus points recorded on both sides. 

The issuers are individuals or operating offices.

IC Card system: This system uses terminals at public facilities or 

shops to make transactions. IC cards, owned by individuals, record 

transaction data as plus or minus points and update it through the 

terminals. The issuers are usually individuals.

Time-based system: This system uses time as the unit to measure the values of transactions; for 

example, an hour can be counted as one point. 

Yen-based system: This system uses yen as the unit to measure the values of transactions; for 

example, one GREEN is worth about 100 yen.

Other systems: There are systems using energy, goods, or the number of transactions to measure the 

values, such as WAT (a unit used by a citizen-owned power plant group, worth 1 kw/h of generated 

electricity), CHARCOAL (a unit worth 1 gram of charcoal), and EKKORO (a unit worth one transaction).



Saihaku Town［Ainowa Bank］

Matsue City［Dagaa］

Minamata City［Rin］

Minamata City［Yui］

Nakatsu City［Fuku］

Hisayama Town［Acorn Bank: Kyusyu］

Shikamachi Town［Pearl LETS］

Fuji Town［BigLeaf］

Omuta City［Coal］

Fukuoka City［Yokayoka］

Takamatsu City［Seto］

Awa Town［Hour］

Hitoyoshi City［JAIYO］

Kagoshima City［Earth］

Kawanobe Town［Hanako］

Sekizen Village［Dandan］ Tamagawa Town［Bamboo］

Niihama City［Wakuwaku］

Toyo City［Sawayaka Support］

Kochi City［Eco-Media Yu］

Onomi Village［Yamabiko］

Tsushima Town［Kujira-
   Jirushi Otasuke Card］

Kuma Town［Hanegai］

Ikazaki Town［Eco-Servise Ticket］

Namikata Town［Yu-Yu Help］

Matsuyama City［Tonarigumi］

Matsuyama City［Imadu］

Matsuyama City［Yugo］

Yufuin Town［Yufu］

Naha City［Shiosen］

Kamagari Town［Moshioja-ken］

■Nationwide

　Maebashi City, Gunma Pref. ［MAAS］

　Yokosuka City, Kanagawa Pref.［Rainbow Ring］

　Osaka City, Osaka Pref.［NALC］＊

　Osaka City, Osaka Pref.［Volunteer Labor Network］＊

　Takamatsu City, Kagawa Pref.［Magokoro Servise］＊

　n/a［WAT］

　n/a［few］

　＊Operating nationwide, usually with local branches.

Rui, IZUMI "Trends in Community Currencies in Japan", Self-Government 
Research Monthly, Vol.44, No.511 (2002): 47-56.

Copyright Rui, IZUMI
E-mail: rizumi@poppy.ocn.ne.jp
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2. Major Developments in Japanese Community Currencies 
Source: Rui Izumi. “The Role of Community Currencies and the Development in Japan”, The 

Nonprofit Review, Vol.1, No.2 (2001): 151-162. 

 

 

F i g . 1 :  M a j o r  D e v e l o p m e n t s  i n  J a p a n e s e  C o m m u n i t y  C u r r e n c i e s  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Influenced by overseas activities in 1980s, movements to introduce community currencies 

have been gaining in popularity in Japan since around 1999. The systems’ designs are based 

on the foreign counterparts.   

Figure 1 shows the developments of community currencies in Japan. The horizontal axis 

shows the economic areas where community currencies work, and the vertical axis shows the 

Wakuwaku 

Ithaca Hours 

LETS 

Time Dollars 

Dandan 

Ohmi 

Garu 

Peanuts 

Kurin 

WAT Transaction 

System 

Yatsugatake 

Daifukucho 

LETS Chita 

Yufu 

Fureai Tickets 

NALC 

Rainbow Ring 

I n f o r m a l  e c o n o m y F o r m a l  e c o n o m y

P
assage of tim

e 

Direct influence 

Indirect 

Currency 

Influencer 

currency 

Volunteer 

Labor Bank 



 

 6

points of time. Table 1 gives details of major Japanese community currencies including 

foundation dates. 

 

 

T a b l e  1 :  M a j o r  J a p a n e s e  C o m m u n i t y  C u r r e n c i e s   

Name 

 

Location Active Area  

 

Foundation 

Date 

System 

Type 

Membership 

Fee 

Unit of 

Account 

Number of 

Members 

Garu Tomakomai 
City 

Tomakomai 
and its 
surrounding 
area 

March 
2000 
 

Account 
(Book) 

Yes 
 

1 garu=About 
10 yen 
 

70 individuals 
 

Kurin 
(Third 
Experiment) 

Kuriyama 
Town, 
Hokkaido 

Kuriyama 
Town 

Sept. 2001 
 

Coupon 
(3 types) 

No 
 
 

1,000 kurin 
=60 minutes, 
500 kurin = 
30 minutes, 
100 kurin = 
any value 

570 
individuals 
 

Peanuts Chiba City Chiba 
Prefecture 
(Including 
non-Chiba 
residents) 

Feb. 1999 
 

Account 
(Book) 

No 
 
 

1 pea = 1 yen, 
1 hour’s work 
= 1,000 pea 

560 individuals, 
23 shops, 
13 farms, 
2 welfare 
 facilities 

COMO Tama City 
 

Tama 
Newtown and 
its 
surrounding 
area 

June 2000 
 

Coupon 
(3 types) 
 

Yes 
 

About 1,000 
COMO for 1 
hour’s work 

 

99 individuals 

 

Yatsugatake 
Daifukucho 
 

Takane 
Town, 
Yamanashi 
Prefecture 

Southern foot 
of 
Yatsugatake 
Mountain 

May 2000 
 

Account 
(Book) 
 

Yes 
 

1 fuku = 1 
yen 
 

90 families, 
12 shops 
 

LETS Chita 
 

Handa City, 
Aichi 
Prefecture 

Chita 
Peninsula  

April 2000 
 

Account 
and  
due bill 

Yes 
 

1 C = 1 yen 
 

70 
individuals 
 

Ohmi 
 

Kusatsu City, 
Shiga 
Prefecture 
 

Kusatsu City 
 

May 1999 
 

Coupon 
(2 types) 
 

No 

 

1 ohmi = about 
100 yen, 
about 90 
minutes’ work 
= 10 ohmi 

About 200 
individuals, 
1 shop, 
1 company 

Wakuwaku 
 

Niihama 
City, Ehime 
Prefecture 

Ohshima, 
Niihama City 
 

May 2000 
 

Coupon 
 

Yes 
 

1 point 
(wakuwaku) 
= 1 hour’s 
work 

70 individuals 
 

Dandan Sekizen 
Village, 
Ehime 
Prefecture 

Sekizen 
Village 
 

July 1995 
 

Coupon 
 

Yes 
 

1 point 
(dandan) 
= 30 
minutes’ 
work 

70 individuals  

Yufu YufuinTown, 
Ohita 
Prefecture 

Yufuin Town 
 

April 2000 
 

Account 
and  
due bill 

Yes 
 

1 yufu = about 
10 minutes’ 
work= about 
100 yen 

80 individuals, 
17 shops 

WAT 
Transaction 
System 

n/a 
 

Nationwide 
 

Aug. 2000 
 

Due bill 
 

No 
 

1 WAT = 1 
kw/h of 
Citizen-owned 
powerplant = 
about 100 yen 

Unmeasurable 
due to system 
structure 

Rainbow 
Ring 

Yokosuka 
City 

Nationwide 
 

Oct 1999 
 

Account 
(Book) 

Yes 
 

1 R = about 
1 yen 

200 individuals, 
14 shops 

（As of  August, 2002） 
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3. Overview of Japanese Community Currencies 
Source: Rui Izumi, “Objectives and Systems of Community Currencies”’, The Quarterly Journal of 

Future Management, vol.7 (2002): 34-41.  

 

As of August 2002, there are already 134 community currencies in Japan. Table 2 and 3 give a 

summary of a survey done by the author, including system type, unit of account and size. The 

survey was conducted through interviews, and e-mail inquiries. According to this survey, 52 % 

of community currencies use coupons, 24 % record transactions in books, and a few others use 

the Internet, chips, or due bills. Compared with Britain, Australia, and New Zealand, where 

most of their community currencies are based on LETS, Japan has a wide variety of currency 

types as shown in the tables. The fact that various currency types were introduced and spread 

nationwide almost simultaneously is one of the main characteristics of Japanese community 

currency activities. 

 

 

T a b l e  2 :  S y s t e m  T y p e s  a n d  U n i t s  o f  A c c o u n t  o f  C o m m u n i t y  C u r r e n c i e s  

Account System Coupon System 

 

Due-bill 

System 

Multiple 

System 

 

   System Type 

 

 

 

Unit of  

Account 

Book 

 

Internet 

(Online) 

IC card 

 

Coupon 

 

Chip 

 

Due Bill 

 

Multiple 

Systems 

Used** 

Total 

 

Time-based 8 3 0 24 6 0 0 41 

Yen-based 9 0 0 26 1 5 3 44 

Time- and 

Yen-based 

13 2 0 12 0 2 5 34 

Transaction-based* 1 0 0 3 0 1 0 5 

Others 1 0 1 5 1 2 0 10 

Total 32 5 1 70 8 10 8 134 

* For example, one coupon is supposed to be issued for one transaction of goods or service.  

** Most of the systems use both of books and due bills. 

 

 

More than half of the community currencies are small, with less than 100 individual members. 

Of the five organizations with 1,000 members and over, three are operating nationwide, 

usually with local branches consisting of tens or hundreds of members each. Between the size 

and the business members’ participation, a positive correlation can be seen constantly for 

currencies with 100 members and over. Most of the currencies that have less than 100 
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members and have no business members are categorized into the “book and time-based” or 

the “coupon and time-based” type in Table 2; this suggests that their organizations seek to 

maintain and enhance the cohesion and solidarity in their communities. 

 

 

T a b l e  3 :  S i z e  a n d  B u s i n e s s  M e m b e r s ’ P a r t i c i p a t i o n  

 Less than 

100 

Members 

100-999 

Members 

 

1,000 

Members 

and More 

N/a. Unmeasurable* 

 

Total 

 

Business 

Members 

Participated 

35 21 3 12 9 80 

No Business 

Members 

35 8 2 9 0 54 

Total 70 29 5 21 9 134 

*Community currencies using coupons or due bills unofficially allow non -members to use them, making it 

difficult to measure the actual number of participants especially if the system has a large number of business 

members, or it offers easy access to the currencies. 
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 Translated by: Lumiko Matsufuji


